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said to have been " gulled/' Gull is now the name
of a sea-bird, but in Early English it was used to
describe any young bird, and from the idea that it
is easy to deceive such youngsters came the use of
the word to describe foolish people.

Another name of a bird used with almost the
opposite meaning is rook. This name is given to
people who are constantly cheating others, espe-
cially at card games. It was earlier used, like gull,
to describe the person cheated. It then came to be
used as a verb meaning " to cheat," and from this
was used to describe the person cheating instead of
the person cheated.

Other names of birds not quite so common used
to describe stupid people are dotterel and dodo.
The dotterel is a bird which is very easily caught,
and it was from this fact that it got its name, which
comes from dote, to be "silly" or "feeble-minded."
When the name of the bird is used to describe' a
silly person, the word is really, as an interesting writer
on the history of words says, turning " a complete
somersault." The same is the case with dodo, which
is also used, but not so often, to describe a stupid
person. This bird also got its name from a word
which meant " foolish." It comes from the Portu-
guese word doudo, which means " simpleton."

We have a few verbs also taken from the names
of animals and birds. We say a person " apes "
another when he tries to imitate him. This word
comes, of course, from the fact that the ape is